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Preface

More and more, equality between men and women has been a topic of concern to
society in Israel and around the world. In recent years the term gender has been
used to denote the social ramifications of biologically being a man or a woman.
The very use of the term gender reflects the contention that inequality between
the sexes in economics, occupations, politics, and other social realms does not
stem from biological differences and has not been the natural order of things since
the creation of the world. Gender inequality is the product of social structures.

It is therefore crucial to try to uncover the factors that contribute to the
"sanctification” of these structures, which are the personal attitudes and societal
expectations of women and men (girls and boys), passed down from generation
to generation through the educational system, the media, and other agents of
socialization. This is the first step in reducing social inequality and achieving
mobility of women in the various systems.

Consequently, the Dr. Josef Burg Chair of Education for Values, Tolerance, and
Peace decided to conduct the seminar "Gender and Education: Overt and Covert
Gender-Related Messages in School" and to publish this volume.

Purpose of the Book

The purpose of this book' is to provide information to everyone who wishes
_to gain a better understanding of the issue and to offer operative tools for
, mmcnmﬂo:& activity promoting gender equality. The target population of the
r book consists of officials in the educational system, teachers, counselors, and
other educators wherever they may be — in schools, teacher’s colleges, SmoH.Bm_
noE.mmm\ noadscb_q centers, or m:% other mmEbm

Structure of the Book

The book comprises four chapters, each of which includes a paper (or papers)
presented at the seminar and activities on those topics for nonformal education.
The activities use a variety of methods, but each user can, of course, add sources
or examples in accordance with his or her needs and creativity. The appendices
to the activities provide additional information on gender-related activities in the

VI

educational system from preschool to university, and on work on the subject in
the literature.

The first chapter opens with an article by Dr. Rina Shahar, "Equal Opportunity
between the Sexes: Reality and Vision." In her paper, the author presents data on
the role of women in Israeli society, explains the reasons for inequality in Israel,
and points to the solution — education! The chapter contains two activities aimed
at clarifying personal attitudes toward the roles of women and men in society and
helping participants formulate their own views in this regard.

The second chapter contains two activities on the subject of gender and
advertising. These activities attempt to produce awareness of the stereotypes
communicated by advertising and to explore the damage that such attitudes
can do to the members of both sexes. Development of sensitivity and a critical
attitude toward advertisements that convey harmful messages of inequality may
contribute to a change in this regard. :

The third chapter includes two papers on gender in school. Dr. Yehudit
Avrahami-FEinat explores the need to create conditions in the schools that will
help to bring about greater equality. Ms. Esther Klein describes a study that she
conducted on gender structuring in the schools, which found that teachers treat
boys and girls differently. The aim of this chapter, which deals with expectations,
is to help to dispel stereotypes regarding women and men and to encourage more
complex, more egalitarian emotional expression. If teachers (and parents) develop
sensitivity to the expectations that they are conveying to their children, they may
then take a good look at themselves and change their behavior and the way they
relate to their students. , :

The fourth ,nrmm:mu focuses on thé role of women in Judaism and points to
changes that have taken place in thié realm. The chapter includes & paper by Prof.
Tova Cohen, who looks at the status-of women in the world of the Jewish religion

and Jewish scholarship in the past and present, pointing out major characteristics
of the changes taking place today. The activity included in the chapter is based
on the paper, and its purpose is to learn by creative means about the changes that
have occurred in the role of women in Judaism.

RINA LAOR AND DVORA MANN
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Foreword: Gender and Education

Equality among people—including, of course, gender equality — is a fundamental
value, and it is important to discuss this major aspect of human life, especially
as it relates to education. The connection to education is twofold: it includes
the way differences between the sexes are reflected in the educational system,
and, more precisely, in educational activity in the schools; and the role of the
schools in structuring differences between the sexes and contributing to egalitarian
education. _

The present collection focuses on the overt and covert gender-related messages
conveyed in the schools. Whereas the term sex denotes the biological differences
between males and females, the term gender — invented in the feminist literature
of the 1970s — refers to the sociocultural differences between men and women.
Feminist theories provide the theoretical basis for discussions of gender — both
the agreements and the disputes.

The study of gender in education encompasses behavioral and personality
differences that may be manifested in the selection of subjects of study in
school and university, and as a result in trades and professions (e.g., managerial
occupations for men as opposed to caretaking occupations for women). Gender
differences at work, in vmo@_m s position i¥.society, and in functioning in the
family are also largely a “result of maanwﬂogﬂm_.moem_ m_u.:ngﬁm and are not
solely biological. Society molds boys and mﬁm in ﬁr&m. Bmwncgm or feminine
roles in a process krown in -the mm:nwsoa_-moﬁo_om% literature as "gender
role socialization." The process begins in childhood and continues throughout
adolescence and adulthood, during which time one acquires the skills, traits,
behaviors, and self-image that are considered appropriate to one’s sex according
to the prevailing male and female stereotypes. The primary and dominant agent of
gender role socialization is the family. Studies show that gender role socialization
in the family, more than scholastic achievement, determines the degree to which
girls aspire and are willing to invest in their studies for the sake of self-fulfillment.

The school reinforces the gender images of boys and girls and sometimes even

v
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The Dr. Josef Burg Chair in Education for Human Values, Tolerance and Peace was
founded in May 1995 at Bar-Ilan University’s School of Education, with the support
of the State of Saxony and the Dresden Municipality.

In 2000 the Chair was awarded the status of an UNESCO Chair of Human Rights,
Democracy, Peace, Tolerance and International Understanding.

. wz.ummmmon Yaacov Iram is the head of the Chair.

The mission of the Dr. Josef mE.m Chair in Echucation for Human Values, Tolerance
and Peace is to enable™s scholars at Bat-Ilan .CE<mmm_€ s School of Education to
provide educators with research, insight, and. practical guidance in issues ranging
from, peace mutual understanding and tolerance to absorption of new immigrants
in order to build a strong, healthy and democratic society.

Activities of the Burg Chair

*» acilitating exchanges between Israeli and International academics ;:.ocwr
conferences and joint projects.

¢ Initiating and supporting research

¢ Producing and publishing educational and instructional materials for all
education levels.

¢ Conducting tolerance workshops within the School of Education’s teacher
training department.

* Establishing cooperation between Israeli and International institutions such as
UNESCO and other Centers of Research to initiate programs for the Israeli and
other educational systems.

. mmnw_urm*::m a amwm center mon nmmmm_.nv Emnmea mnm curriculum material to serve

Bar-Ilan Univesity

Gender and Education

.I.\V

The Dr. Josef Burg Chair in Education
For Human Values, Tolerance and Peace

School of Education, Bar-Ilan University

UNESCO Chair of Human Rights, Democracy, Peace, Tolerance

and International Understanding
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